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DE-CIX Madrid celebrates its fifth anniversary well 

surpassing 200 connected networks 

● DE-CIX Internet Exchange in the Spanish capital celebrates five years of success, 

doubling traffic and becoming the technological hub of Southern Europe 

 

Madrid, Spain – 27 May 2021. DE-CIX Madrid, the heart of the largest neutral interconnection 

ecosystem in Southern Europe, celebrates five years since its founding in 2016 by taking a look 

back at its history and influence in the Southern European interconnection ecosystem. Five years 

ago, DE-CIX Madrid began operations with only 66 connected networks and a presence in two 

data centers.  

As of today, present in four data centers, the connected networks amount to 220, an increase 

of 233% in just five years. Traffic data figures are also impressive, having increased by 50% since 

March last year, with current peak traffic already exceeding 650 Gbps per second. 

The history of DE-CIX Madrid has been marked by continuous growth, which positioned it as the 

fastest growing Internet Exchange worldwide just a year into operations. In the first three 

months of 2019, it doubled the previous year's peak traffic by exceeding 300 Gbps. 

The arrival of the coronavirus has meant an accelerator for the entire Internet industry, and 

Internet Exchanges such as DE-CIX have responded seamlessly to the high demand and changing 

user habits. For example, between February and March 2020, DE-CIX Madrid experienced a 20% 

increase in data traffic. 

New digital era: latency is the new currency 

The company's commitment to this region is firm, as corroborated by the forthcoming opening 

of DE-CIX Barcelona and the recent agreements reached to expand the interconnection 

infrastructure. The first of these is with Adam, now the first partner to offer the DirectCLOUD 

service in Spain, with access to the world's largest interconnection ecosystem and cloud services 

from leading providers, and the second with EllaLink to optimize the submarine Internet route 

https://www.de-cix.net/en/locations/spain/madrid
https://www.de-cix.net/en/locations/spain/madrid
https://www.de-cix.net/en/locations/spain/barcelona
https://www.de-cix.net/en/about-de-cix/media-center/press-releases/adam-partners-with-de-cix-to-create-a-cloud-connectivity-gateway-in-spain
https://www.de-cix.net/en/about-de-cix/media-center/press-releases/paving-a-new-data-traffic-highway-across-the-atlantic-ocean-de-cix-and-ellalink-commit-to-a-strategic-partnership


 

between Europe and the Americas, creating a new low-latency pathway for transatlantic data 

traffic.  

"Spain and the Iberian Peninsula, with Madrid at the center, play a very important role in terms 

of Internet quality. Over the last five years our aim has been to position DE-CIX Madrid as the 

leading interconnection hub in Southern Europe and offer Internet users a seamless user 

experience and the lowest possible latency, as latency has become the new currency of our 

digital age," says Ivo Ivanov, CEO of DE-CIX International. 

A video of the amazing five-year history can be found here.  
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About DE-CIX 

 

DE-CIX (German Commercial Internet Exchange) is the world’s leading operator of Internet Exchanges. In total, in its 

28 locations in Europe, North America, the Middle East, and Asia, DE-CIX interconnects over 2200 network operators 

(carriers), Internet service providers (ISPs), content providers, and enterprise networks from more than 100 countries, 

offering peering, cloud, and interconnection services. The combined connected customer capacity of all DE-CIX 

locations worldwide exceeds 75 Terabits, making it the largest neutral interconnection ecosystem in the world. DE-

CIX in Frankfurt, Germany, with a data throughput of more than 10 Terabits per second (Tbps) and over 1000 

connected networks, is the largest Internet Exchange in the world. Further information at www.de-cix.net  

 

About DE-CIX Madrid  

 

Founded in 2016, DE-CIX Madrid celebrates its fifth anniversary in 2021. It now has more than 200 connected 

networks and manages a data throughput of more than 600 Gbit/s at peak times. 

DE-CIX Madrid is the heart of the largest neutral interconnection ecosystem in Southern Europe, which also consists 

of further IXs in Barcelona, Lisbon, Marseille, and Palermo. As data traffic is increasingly moving to the south, DE-CIX 

Lisbon, DE-CIX Barcelona, and DE-CIX Marseille act as an ideal gateway to enter Europe from the Americas, Africa and 

Asia, to interconnect directly with local, regional and global networks, and get closer to people and businesses. 

The strategic role of Southern Europe and Madrid on the global interconnection market continues to grow, and DE-

CIX will keep supporting this development to create the number 1 interconnection hub in Southern Europe. 
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