
   

                                        
 

 

 

Press Release 

 

Unlocking global interconnectivity: Ooredoo and DE-CIX 

connect Doha IX to DE-CIX Marseille 

Doha (Qatar) / Frankfurt (Germany), 31 March 2026. Ooredoo and DE-CIX are accelerating the 

development of Doha IX. As of today, Qatar’s first commercial Internet Exchange (IX) is directly 

connected to DE-CIX Marseille. Operated by Qatar’s leading telecommunications provider and 

powered by the world’s leading Internet Exchange operator, Doha IX now enables connected 

networks not only to exchange data directly with almost 120 networks in the French city, but 

also remotely with almost 1,100 networks connected to DE-CIX Frankfurt, Europe’s largest IX. 

The interconnection between the Middle Eastern and European exchanges enables carriers from 

the Gulf region to access cloud and connectivity services not yet available locally in Qatar. 

Low-latency connection for more clouds and more networks 

Since its launch in October last year, Doha IX has been operated under the DE-CIX as a Service 

model and is hosted in Ooredoo’s state-of-the-art data center. The rapidly growing number of 

networks connected to this interconnection hub can interconnect directly – both locally and 

remotely through Marseille – with regional and global hyperscalers, cloud providers, content 

networks, and Internet Service Providers (ISPs) to exchange data securely and seamlessly, 

thereby adding an additional level of resilience for cloud connectivity from the region. With the 

DE-CIX service DirectCLOUD already available at Doha IX, leading cloud providers such as AWS, 

Google Cloud, Microsoft Azure, Oracle, IBM Cloud, and Alibaba Cloud can now be reached in a 

dedicated and private manner. Enterprises that want to enable data exchange directly between 

cloud services cost efficiently and in low latency can use the DE-CIX Cloud ROUTER. This virtual 

routing service optimizes communication between different providers in hybrid and multi-cloud 

environments. Networks in Qatar can now leverage their capabilities and pass the advantages 

on to their customers. 

Strengthening regional connectivity for the economy and society 

“The direct interconnection between the IXs in Doha and Marseille brings the world closer 

together,” says Ivo Ivanov, CEO of DE-CIX. “By providing even better performance and user 



 

experience for Internet-based content and applications, our collaboration with Ooredoo opens 

up new opportunities for Qatar’s digital economy. Enhanced connectivity will further strengthen 

the digital ecosystem in the GCC – supporting economic growth and innovation, while paving 

the way for the amazing digital decades ahead of us.”  

“The direct interconnection between Doha IX and DE-CIX Marseille represents a strategic 

expansion of Qatar’s global digital reach,” says Hassan Ismail Al Emadi, Chief Business Officer 

at Ooredoo Qatar. “By linking our national interconnection platform with one of Europe’s 

leading Internet Exchange ecosystems, we are enabling differentiated digital performance 

through lower latency, enhanced resilience, and secure, seamless access to global cloud and 

content networks. This collaboration reinforces Qatar’s position as a regional digital gateway 

and enables enterprises to operate with greater performance, reach, and competitiveness, 

accelerating digital transformation across Qatar and the wider GCC.” 

Doha IX is a carrier-neutral interconnection hub. The IX offers low-latency, high-performance 

connectivity for local interconnection, as well as seamless integration into the global DE-CIX 

ecosystem. In addition, the IX already provides premium services such as the Microsoft Azure 

Peering Service (MAPS), which allows companies and government agencies in Qatar to access 

Software as a Service applications like MS Teams or Outlook directly and privately. Integrated 

into Ooredoo’s existing portfolio, services such as IP Transit, Multi-Cloud Connect, Google VPP, 

Hosting, Co-Location, Business Internet, Precision Timing, and International Connectivity are 

also available at Doha IX. 
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About DE-CIX 
DE-CIX, pronounced DEE-KICKS [dˈi:-kˈɪks], is the world’s leading operator of Internet Exchanges (IXs). Founded in 
1995, the company is celebrating its 30th anniversary in 2025. DE-CIX offers its interconnection services in 60 locations 
in Europe, Africa, North and South America, the Middle East, and Asia. Today, accessible from data centers in over 
600 cities world-wide, DE-CIX interconnects thousands of network operators (carriers), Internet service providers 
(ISPs), content providers and enterprise networks from more than 100 countries, and offers peering, cloud and AI 
connectivity, and other interconnection services. DE-CIX Frankfurt is one of the largest Internet Exchanges in the 
world, with a data volume of over 45 Exabytes per year (as of 2024) and close to 1100 connected networks. Close to 
250 colleagues from over 35 different nations form the foundation of the DE-CIX success story in Germany and around 
the world. Since the beginning of the commercial Internet, DE-CIX has had a decisive influence – in a range of leading 
global bodies, such as the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) – on co-defining guiding principles for the Internet 
of the present and the future. As the operator of critical IT infrastructure, DE-CIX bears a great responsibility for the 
seamless, fast, and secure data exchange between people, enterprises, and organizations at its locations around the 
globe. Further information at www.de-cix.net  
 
About Ooredoo 
Ooredoo is Qatar’s leading communications company, delivering mobile, fixed, broadband internet and corporate 
managed services tailored to the needs of consumers and businesses. As a community-focused company, Ooredoo is 
guided by its vision of enriching people’s lives and its belief that it can stimulate human growth by leveraging 
communications to help people achieve their full potential. 
 
X: @OoredooQatar 

https://ipa-reader.com/?text=d%CB%88i%3A-k%CB%88%C9%AAks
http://www.de-cix.net/


 

Instagram: @OoredooQatar 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ooredooqatar/ 
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/ooredooQatar 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/OoredooQatar 
Website: www.ooredoo.qa 
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